Al

A

S

BY DOUG SHEPPARD

e B, e

Fa. 4

élmi—ibShape at new Australian Marine Complex

Iready home to the largest marine
Aindustry in Australia, Cockburn Sound

is one of Western Australia’s business
success stories. The imminent completion of
the $200 million State and Federal Government
funded Fabrication and Common User Precinct
at Jervoise Bay - to be known as the Australian
Marine Complex - will consolidate the marine,
defence, fabrication and loadout industry
precincts from Henderson to Southern Harbour.

Key features of The Australian Marine Complex

include:

* A deepwater, fully protected harbour
« Freehold and leasehold industrial sites
* Extensive common user facilities with
waterfront access

* Heavy and wide load road access to bring in

components that may be manufactured
elsewhere in the metropolitan area
West  Australian  construction company

Multiplex was awarded a $27.2 million contract in
December 2001 to.construct the complex’s on-
shore facilities.

A joint venture between Transfield and
Macmahon Contractors was awarded a $53 million
for civil and marine works. This work ranges from
pile driving supports for navigational aids to
building a seawall and bulk reclamation involving
some three million cubic metres of dredge spoil. It
also involves erection of two wharves - one to
handle the 3,000t loadout requirement and the
other a 60m-long 15,000t heavy lift wharf.

When completed, the wharf area will have the
capacity to accommodate a 300m-long vessel but
the wharf surface will have 20 recess gaps and will
not be suitable for continuous running such as the

wharves at Fremantle Ports.

Other work required in the Transfield and
Macmahon  Contractors’ tender includes
demolition of existing structures, relocation of
existing services, and construction of stormwater
drainage, as well as construction of roadworks and
large area bitumen pavement sealing.

Ship repair capabilities included in the new
complex could provide a bonus for maritime
operators and the Australian Navy, which shares
the same stretch of water with its Garden Island
facility.

The complex is due for completion in September
and will have two themes - one for marine
engineering and the other a land-based fabrication
component.

Fabrication precinct

Comprising the Common User Facility and the
adjoining Fabricators Area, the complex adjoins
the state’s highly successful International
Shipbuilding Precinct, a world-class Marine
Support Facility, the multi-purpose Marine
Industry Precinct and the planned Marine Industry
Technology Park. The Fabrication Precinct makes
Western Australia well placed to service the global
trend for modular fabrication, assembly and
loadout of pre-assembled units required by the oil
and gas, marine and mineral sectors.

Specifically, it provides world-class, multi-
purpose facilities for pre-assembled units of up to
15,000t for local, national and international
projects - creating an exciting range of global
engineering and manufacturing options.

This component of the Australian Marine
Complex provides users of the Common User

Facility with an adjacent, 80ha industrial estate
with direct waterfront access. Module fabrication
and component manufacturing can be undertaken
on freehold or leased lots in the estate, prior to
final assembly and / or marine loadout via the
adjacent Common User Facility.

Alternatively, a heavy or wide load road network
linking the Heavy Fabrication Facility to other
metropolitan and regional industrial complexes
and centres also delivers terrestrial transport
options for users of the Fabricators Area.

The Common User Facility

Highly adaptable for multi-purpose fabrication,
assembly and loadout work, the Common User
Facility is suitable for multiple, overlapping
projects and offers sophisticated, world-class
facilities including:

* A fully protected, accessible waterfront with a
3000t loadout wharf and 15,000t services
wharf, with loadout capability

* A deep approach channel with a depth of 10m,
and southern harbour basin (depth 12.7m)
suitable for heavy lift vessels, semi-submersibles,
barges and drill rigs

* Fully serviced, 40ha common user module
fabrication and assembly area

* Sophisticated mobile module assembly hall
(80m x 60m x 45m) for flexibility in fabrication,
assembly, and load-out

« Extensive portal and gantry crane systems

* Two berths for fit-out and refit of large vessels
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* Administrative support,
project management offices
and amenities, trade shops and
workshops

Activities

The successfully designed

Common User Facility is
equipped to undertake:
«Oil & gas, mining and

minerals related fabrication,
repair and maintenance

* Mineral and hydrocarbon
downstream processing
related fabrication, repair and
maintenance

* Ship upgrades, modification,
repair and maintenance

e Hull and superstructure
module construction for
shipbuilding

e Heavy manufacturing related
fabrication, repair  and
maintenance

e Oversize and overweight

equipment fabrication and
assembly

End Products

The Common User Facility
provides fabrication facilities for
a broad spectrum of end
products, including:
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*» Topside modules, platforms
and floating production,
storage and  offloading
facilities

« Ship hull and superstructure
modules

* LNG Process
(modularised)

+ Integrated deck structures

« Pressure vessels

* Jacket structures

Trains

* Sub-sea connections and
components
= Piles

e Mining and Hydrocarbon

processing equipment

The project is due for
completion in September this
year, and according to Premier
Gallop: “The Australian Marine
Complex will help ensure that
WA businesses are competitive
in the international market for
the manufacturing  and
fabrication work that results
from the major oil, gas and other
pr0]ec15 being developed in our
state.”

Former oil industry executive,
Peter West, has been appointed
as head of the joint management
committee for the Facility.






